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NEWS FLASH  09/2013 

 

 

On 13 September 2013, the Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Republic approved a Bill 

amending the act on subsidised energy sources and on amendments to certain Acts (“ASES 

Amendment”). We have already informed you about the amendments in our August News Alert 

issue. These dealt with the solar levy extension, payment of the cost associated with electricity 

supply, withdrawal of support for the distributed generation and termination of support for new 

power plants. Please see our News Alert 08/2013 for more details. 

 

The ASES Amendment will be passed to the President of the Czech Republic for signature and 

he is not expected to veto it. As with other bills that the Senate approves unamended (in 

accordance with Article 46 of the Czech Constitution) in full text already approved by the Lower 

Chamber, there is nothing that prevents them to be published in the Collection of Laws, 

whereupon the ASES Amendment would become effective. 

  

Doubts in connection with constitutional conformity were raised. These doubts arise because of 

the fact that with forthcoming elections the Lower Chamber has been formally dissolved. There 

were opinions that the Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Republic could not discuss bills that 

had been approved by the Lower Chamber but where the Lower Chamber ceased to exist 

because it had been dissolved. It applies to bills approved by the Lower Chamber but which 

would may not be approved by the Senate or which would be returned amended however, the 

Constitution gives the right to the Lower Chamber to outvote the Senate. The new Lower 

Chamber, however, cannot handle such bills according to its constitution any more. 

 

We can only wait to see if a constitutional complaint is submitted against the ASES Amendment. 

It should also be noted that most legal opinions consider acts approved by the Senate in this way 

to be beyond question. 
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THE SENATE APPROVED AN AMENDMENT TO THE ACT 
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