
CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES TO DISCUSS AMENDMENT TO 
ENERGY ACT

On April 21, 2020 the Chamber of Deputies is scheduled to discuss several proposed 
amendments to Act No. 458/2000, the Energy Act (the “Energy Act”).
Perhaps the most significant is parliamentary press no. 799, submitted to the Chamber of 
Deputies on March 30, 2020 (the “Government Bill”). Besides technical legislative adjustments 
(the Government Bill replaces the somewhat confusing terms “customer” and “customer in the 
position of a consumer” with the more precise “customer” and “consumer”), it involves 
comprehensive changes in relation to customer protection, new regulation on intermediaries, 
and specification of the payment obligations for distribution grid operators. The proposed 
changes include:

A. New regulation on intermediary activities and agency contracts
 Intermediaries would now be subject to the obligation to register in the agency register kept

by the ERO, which would issue a certificate of registration.
 Registration/authorization would be granted for five years with the option to extend

repeatedly.
 The intermediary would be obliged to inform the consumer that it is acting as an

intermediary, show its certificate and share the relevant information.
 If the intermediary enters into an electricity or gas supply agreement or bundled service

agreement on behalf of the consumer, the consumer is entitled to give notice on the
obligation under the agreement without penalty at any time up to 15 days after commencing
energy supply.

B. Increased customer protection
The Government Bill anticipates a complete change of the legislation on customer protection 
in Section 11a. Under the amendment this legislation would now be spread out into Section 11a -
11e, with notable changes including:
 supply agreements or bundled service agreements with the consumer should be in writing;
 a change in price must be announced to a consumer or natural person engaged in business

no later than thirty days before the change takes effect, in the manner set forth in the 
agreement. The notification must include information regarding the right to reject the 
change and give notice on the obligation under the agreement without penalty in the event
of changes in contractual arrangements on the part of the supplier. A change not announced
at the time and via the method set forth above will not take legal effect;

 a consumer or natural person engaged in business still has the right to give notice on the
obligation under the agreement in the event of a change in price or other contractual
arrangement at any time up to 10 days before the change takes effect. This time frame will
also now apply even if a notice is sent in the meantime giving notice on the obligation on
the part of the licence holder;

 In such a case the notice of termination takes effect on the day before the price increase or
other change in contractual conditions takes effect;

 the consumer has the right to give notice of termination without penalty on the obligation
under a supply agreement or bundled service agreement that was made remotely or
outside the commercial premises of the relevant licence holder, at any time until fifteen
days before commencing electricity or gas supply;

 if the agreement includes an extension of the obligation under the agreement without the
express consent of the consumer, the consumer is entitled to give notice on the obligation
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under the agreement without penalty at any time until twenty days before the end of the 
duration of the obligation agreed in the agreement, to take effect when the agreed duration 
of the obligation under the agreement comes to an end;

 the consumer has the right to contact the merchant and request information on the duration 
of the agreement and deadlines for termination;

 if the period in the agreement with the consumer for electricity or natural gas supply, 
including any potential extension of said agreement, will exceed 36 months, after this period 
passes the agreement will be considered an agreement made for an indefinite period.

C. Payments for systemic services for end consumption of the (local) distribution 
grid
The Government Bill introduced a provision explicitly stipulating that an electricity market 
participant is obliged to pay the price for systemic services and the price for market operator 
activities, even if the agreement is not made pursuant to this act, for the volume of electricity 
taken for its own final use in the distribution grid it operates.
According to the explanatory report on the Government Bill, some local distribution grid 
operators do not pay the price for systemic services if they are – as a single legal entity – also 
a customer or producer connected to the distribution grid they operate.

D. Costs for relocation of equipment from the transmission or distribution grids
can now also be paid by distribution grid operators
The costs for relocation of low-voltage equipment in the built-up area pursuant to a special 
legal regulation should now be borne by the distribution grid operator, provided that (i) the 
relocation is performed based on a decision on removal of a structure where the distribution 
grid equipment is located, or (ii) the technical status of the distribution grid equipment does 
not allow its safe operation or is damaging the structure, if the owner of the distribution grid 
equipment does not remedy the situation.
For now, however, this is only a bill. We can expect changes to be made during the discussion 
at the Chamber of Deputies, including changes to the date when the proposed changes would 
take effect.
We will keep you informed as the situation develops. Please feel free to contact us with any 
questions you may have on the proposed amendment.
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